
B&C EDUCATIONAL LTD 

A small company run by two former University lecturers who specialised in geography and 
history in the primary school.  Our Key to the National Curriculum resources have won 
publishing awards from the Geographical Association and from Teach Primary Magazine. 

•    our standard units are strictly National Curriculum compliant 
•    we teach geography through a place, so there is a real context for children’s 

knowledge and skills. Each unit supplies concise  subject knowledge, maps 
and all of  the resources  needed to deliver high quality geography (KS1 a 
small areas and KS2 regions- place knowledge) whilst covering map skills, 
locational knowledge and human and physical geography, in a real life 
context all  in one unit on an easy to follow plan 

•   we like children to know when they are doing geography/history, in the same 
way as when they do maths or phonics they do know what subject they are 
doing. 

•   we recognise that many teachers who teach geography/history are not 
specialists, so our materials on a USB key include worksheets, PPT, maps, 
photos, and subject knowledge so that skilled teachers can organise exciting 
lessons but with everything to hand, reducing planning time 

•   each unit comprises an A3 planning document which is in effect a medium 
term plan and includes (subject knowledge, purpose, starters, activities, 
assessment opportunities, plenaries) 

•   we offer advice on curriculum development and bespoke units (Geography 
KS1 My School, My School Grounds, the Surrounding Environment, KS2 The 
Geography of my Local Area and for History, Famous Local People, and the 
History of my Local Area). 

In addition to these activities we offer a range of artefact based global teaching 
materials and we take groups of primary school teachers on study visits to The Gambia.



Worksheets: 
Periods of history. 
Teachers’ Guidance on 
Prehistory 
(The Stone Age to The Iron 
Age sheet 1). 

Sequencing (The Stone 
Age to The Iron Age sheet 
2). 

Learning Objectives: 

 

What do we already 
know? 
Recap with the children 
what they have learned at 
KS1. 

  

( See Teachers’ Guidance 
on prehistory sheet 1). 

•  Show the children:  
      

Reflect on terms: 
Reflect on the difference 
between KS1 history  and 
that of KS2 - the studying of 
periods. 

Can the children: 
•  sequence periods of prehistory? 

• understand the duration of periods? 

The Stone Age to The Iron Age. 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught  about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses 
Continuity and change is looking at aspects of history that either remain the same or change over time. It 
is like similarity and difference but it is a matter of change (or continuity) over time rather than a snapshot 
of a particular time. It is important to treat the curriculum as a narrative so that children understand that 
all of their history topics fit together to form part of the ‘story’ of human history. Prehistory is the 
beginning of this story. 

Let’s role play! Worksheets: 
Role play Teachers’ 
Guidance (The Stone Age to 
The Iron Age sheet 4) 

Consequences (The Stone 
Age to The Iron Age sheet 
5). 

Similarities and differences  
(The Stone Age to The Iron 
Age sheet 6).

Learning Objectives: 
to begin to understand history 
as a narrative in more depth, 
by exploring life in the earliest 
period. 

to contrast the lives of the 
people.

Periods of history: 
Locate the periods of history 
on the class timeline. 
In pairs ask the children to 
make a list of question they 
wish to investigate about 
these periods.

•   Introduce the terms Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and 
     Neolithic. 

Let’s Summarise: 
Life was challenging, make a 
list of the difficulties you 
would face if you lived at this 
time.

Can the children: 
•   begin to understand the concept of  
    historical narrative? 

•   identify differences between their own 
    lives and that of those who lived in 
    Palaeolithic or  Mesolithic times?

The Stone Age to The Iron Age. 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught  about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses 
Using evidence and sources: 
Evidence is anything that you  can see,  you experience, you read, or are told that leads you you to 
believe that something is true or has actually happened. 

Imagine living at this time! 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/topics/z82hsbk/
articles/zpny34j 
Ask questions about 
continuing to live as a 
hunter gatherer.

Worksheets: 
A successful settlement and 
map (The Stone Age to The 
Iron Age sheet 7). 

Interpret and analyse 
evidence (The Stone Age to 
The Iron Age sheet 8). 

Learning Objectives: 

to appreciate that lifestyles 
changed as permanent 
settlements evolved.

A Succesful Settlement 
Complete the map exercise 
(The Stone Age to The Iron 
Age sheet 7). 

    

Preferences: Can the children: 
•  examine non written sources of  
    evidence? 

•  make deductions from primary sources? 

•  use evidence to support explanations?

The Stone Age to The Iron Age. 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught  about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses 
The people had now  learned to make objects from bronze. Some of the  settlers who introduced making 
tools of bronze in Britain were the ‘Beaker people’ who arrived from Europe.  Their culture is named after 
a characteristics style of pottery. Beaker people lived in clans  with chiefs and these clans belonged to 
tribes  They held religious ceremonies at stone circles and on death the high ranking people were buried 
in circular graves (round barrows).

Without Bronze: 
Debate -  Without metal we 
wouldn’t have?

Worksheets: 
Tools (The Stone Age to The 
Iron Age sheet 9).

Learning Objectives: 
to understand that the use of 
metal made tools more 
effective.

What is Bronze? 
Show the children how 
bronze is made 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ohij1e2oZio

•   Discuss what bronze is and why it was useful  and what 
     it is used for today. 

Make a tool: 
Use materials to make or 
sketch replica tools. 

Can the children: 
•  understand how bronze was made? 

•   compare sources of evidence ?

The Stone Age to The Iron Age. 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught  about: 

 
 

 
 

   

Iron Age Settlements and 
tribes: 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kxIbczNR9a8

Worksheets: 
Teachers’ Guidance Sources 
to use about life in the Iron 
Age (The Stone Age to The 
Iron Age sheet 10). 

to appreciate that hill forts 
emerged and became hubs 
for trade and tribes.

Make  a model of  an iron 
age hill fort.  

•   Research the tribes in Britain during the Iron Age and 
    identify to  which tribe the school would have been part  

Let’s review it: 
Review the changes in life 
during all three periods.Did 
the changes from Stone 
Age to Iron Age make for a 
better life for the people?

Can the children: 
• identify the changes in the lives of  people 

during the time between the Stone Age and 
the Iron Age? 

• use evidence to support their views?

In groups role play as hunter 
gatherers. Role play 
Teachers’ Guidance (The 
Stone Age to The Iron Age 
sheet 4).

               
           
                  

             
                  

     

The Stone Age to The Iron Age.
National Curriculum
Pupils should be taught about:
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses
Prehistory is defined as the history before writing was developed to record events and spans the vast 
majority of human history ( 99%). It comprises the Stone Age (3 periods) followed by the Bronze Age 
and the Iron Age. Each of the periods has distinct characteristics that demonstrate how life changed and 
developed throughout prehistory.

                
                  

               
               

                
                

                  
                    

                    
                 

  

Historical evidence can come in a number of forms.  
             

               
                
     

                  
     

The most important primary sources are books, original documents, artefacts, newspapers and other 
paper based materials. Paintings, drawings, legends and folklore can be also credible evidence for what 
happened in the past.There are no written records in prehistorical times and evidence comes from 
secondary sources like archeology (such as tools, artefacts and skeletons) and from the impact that 
people in the past may have had on the landscape (like hill forts and monuments).

                
                  

               
               

                
                

                  
                    

                    
                 

  

                
                  

               
               

                
                

                  
                    

                    
                 

  

The Human Timeline:  
Ask the children to make a 
human timeline in the
classroom, mapping out 
periods of history. Ask the 
children questions so that 
they interact with the
timeline.

Continuity and change (The 
Stone Age to The Iron Age 
sheet 3).

to understand the difference 
between KS1 and KS2 history 
with a focus on 
understanding the term:
“periodisation and the sense 
of narrative”.

Introduce and define 
prehistory and begin to 
explain the sequencing of 
periods, explaining the 
terms BC/AD.

             
             

 

 Subject Knowledge Excite & Engage On the key Purpose Starter  Suggested activities Observed Learning Outcomes

                
                  

               
               

                
                

                  
                    

                 
                 
    

                 
    

                 
    
                 
    

                 

    

                                  The village of Skara Brae in the Orkneys provides evidence of how people lived. Following the Stone 
   Age settlers from Europe arrived

           
            

       

• Explain to the children the meaning of the terms sequence and
 duration. Complete the exercise (The Stone Age to The Iron
  Age sheet 2).

• Create another human timeline but attempt to scale the periods 
    and explore the duration of each.

              
              
   

and discuss similarities and differences.

        
        
          
         
     

• Complete the similarities and differences in homes,
 clothes and hunting (The Stone Age to The Iron Age
 sheet 6).

        
       
        

to understand that people 
settled at the end of the 
Mesolithic and Neolithic 
periods when farming the 
land developed.

• Identify Neolithic settlements in the UK close to your
 school,or consider Skara Brae as a case study.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7c7iz2BefU.

• Discuss in groups the improvements and how these made
 lives easier for people.

• Use a range of artefacts to interpret past societies (use loan
 boxes or bought artefacts). Ask the children to gather
 evidence, interpret and analyse it (The Stone Age to The
 Iron Age sheet 8).

• How would life have changed because of the more effective
 tools? (The Stone Age to The Iron Age sheet 9).

         
          
    

           
            

             
           

  
                  

                  
                 

               
                  

                  
   

Make a PowerPoint (4
slides) to show the features 
of hill forts. Choose a hill 
fort on Google maps
(satellite view) and use the 
photo icon.

        
            
           

        

• Discuss how the use of iron is still really important in the
 modern world.

• Brainstorm the roles that would be needed in an Iron Age
 tribe. Research the roles and attempt to identify the
 modern day equivalent.

        
            
           
            

Key vocabulary mat

Timeline PPT

Iron Age Hill Fort PPT

Use artefacts if you have
them available.

The Stone Age is the earliest period, named because our ancestors had started to make tools from
stone. This period began around 3.7 million years ago until about 2000 BC. It is commonly thought that 
this period can be divided into three parts: Palaeolithic (old stone age), Mesolithic (middle stone age) 
and Neolithic (new stone age). The word ‘-lithic’ means stone and comes from the ancient Greek word
lithos. During this period of history the people were nomadic hunter-gatherers who used stone to cut 
and crush. During the Mesolithic period people learned to make tools like arrows and spearheads. They 
hunted animals and used their skins in their houses. Later the Neolithic people began to live together in 
groups, to keep animals such as pigs and sheep and to farm the land. They lived in huts made from 
stone and wood. Cave painting found in Altamira in Spain show the way of life at this time.

           
            

             
           

  
                  

                  
                 

                
                  

                  
   

Constructing an Iron Age 
settlement:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk

• Discuss the terms Stone, Bronze and Iron and ask the children to
 write definitions about why they think these periods were so
 named.

• Explain the terms continuity and change and complete
 the activity which identifies continuity and change between
 each of the periods in terms of tools, homes, buildings,
 and feeding themselves and complete the exercise (The Stone 
    Age to The Iron Age sheet 3).

• Recap the role play activity and complete the
 consequences of being a hunter gatherer. (The
 Stone Age to The Iron Age sheet 5).

          
           

     

         
              
          

• Ask the children to consider what archaeologists do. Explain
 that they examine the archaeological evidence to show how and
 why homes changed through these periods.

• Recap and identify similarities and differences between the
 lives of the Stone Age and the Iron Age people. Ask the
 children to write a narrative or analyses of:
 Changes in Britain between The Stone Age and Iron Age.

   
  

Recap on specific 
terminology used -
duration, prehistory, 
continuity and change.

Plenary

Ask the children to write a 
brief explanation or answer  
to the question “Would you 
have preferred to live as a 
hunter- gatherer or 
Neolithic farmer? Why ?

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses
The Iron Age was the period that started between 1200 BC and 600 BC, depending on the region. 
During the Iron Age, people across much of Europe, Asia and parts of Africa began making tools and 
weapons from iron. This helped to improve farming by using iron ploughs and settlements grew in size. 
People lived in tribes with chiefs, although from time to time, tribes fought one another. Many people 
lived in hill forts. These were usually sited on tops of hills, and the people constructed ditches and 
ramparts to keep them safe from attack. The houses inside were round in design with wattle and daub 
walls and thatched roofs.

• Compare archaeological finds of Stone Age and Bronze Age
 tools and discuss if bronze tools were better. Put your ideas
 together on a poster.

Learning Objectives:
to understand that iron was a 
much better metal for 
weapons than bronze.

THE KEY TO THE NATIONAL  
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 Ealing Conference
HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY Special Offer

www.bandceducational.com/consultancy
Choose eight of the units for £160 and have half a day’s CPD for free

BE GEOGRAPHY READY
 FOR KS3

BE HISTORY READY
 FOR KS3
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THE BEST ROUTE TO SCHOOL
            

              

            

 

 

       
She wants to visit her friends, mark the route she takes in 

different colours:

      
      

     

 

       

 
    

   SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT SHEET 6

            

             

         

    

             

             

         

   
    

    

     

   
  

Corpus Christi Catholic Primary School

       
  

             

            

x

 A new pupil is coming to Corpus Christi Catholic Primary 

School. She is going to walk to school from her house marked in 

red x. With your pencil mark the route she might take on the 

map.

Morden Road to Masham Close 

Morden Road to Rosemary Road 

Morden Road to Giles Close

X
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    ST. EDWARD’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

     AN OUTLINE PLAN OF MY CLASSROOM
                                    Add the cut out pictures and name the features on 

 the outline plan.
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BEECH GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL

                     

ContourBasics 
Contours join points of equal height above sea level. 

The closer the contours the steeper the slope.  
The closer the contours the steeper the slope.
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THE LOCAL AREA SHEET 2
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Label the outline plan below.

AN OUTLINE PLAN OF THE SCHOOL BUILDI
NGS 

AND GROUNDS

                    
 

  These are photographs of River Cole in the Corpus 
Christi area.  Can you identify:  1.  The river features? 2.  Where they are located? 3.  Do they represent human or physical geography? 

River features Location/PlaceA

B

C

D

E

F

E
F

D

B
A

C

bank, channel, bed, meander,  flood plain,      tributary, 
confluence, railway bridge, 

lake
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A PHOTO TRAIL AROUND THE SCHOOL
       

     

     
     

  
    

  
   

     
     

Start at point 1, walk to the numbers in order. Use your 

cameras or ipads to take photographs at each of the points.

41
2

3

4

6

5
7

8

 MY SCHOOL GROUNDS SHEET 1

Visit: https://www.bandceducational.com/amazon-basin-digital-files 

and enter guest password keyab to download the accompanying  

Amazon Basin resources.  Contact us: 
B&C Educational, 37 Brett Drive Birmingham B32 3JU 

Email: b-cltd@hotmail.co.uk   Telephone: 07966 379621

www.bandceducational.com/consultancyFollow us: @bandceducational  

@BCEducational

@b_cltd.

phone now to book 07966 379 621
Why not book a half day consultancy for us to meet your geography lead, for 

£150.00* We will review your existing curriculum and show you how to integrate 

the ‘Key’ units into your teaching plans and leave you with a complete free set.

FREE SAMPLE
GEOGRAPHY SET

(* Travel expenses may apply)

The children investigate life and work in and 

a region within North America. The children 

 a region of the UK. The children investigate the landscape change because of glaciation and coastal erosion and learn about modern 

UNITED KINGDOM
KEY STAGE 2

east anglia
A region of the uk

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

california

a region within north america
ITALY

KEY STAGE 2

A REGION IN A 

EUROPEAN COUNTRY

UNITED STATES OF AMERICAKEY STAGE 2

california
a region within north america

A REGION IN A 

EUROPEAN COUNTRY

 

a region within South America. The children 
environment and the people who live there.

investigate the industrial past and modern regeneration.  They also learn about rivers 
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Subject Knowledge Excite & Engage On the Key Purpose Starter Suggested activities Plenary Observed Learning Outcomes

Worksheets:

North and South America 

(Amazon Basin sheet 1) 

Environmental regions, 

countries and capitals 

(Amazon Basin sheet 2)

Equatorial Rainforests 

of the world (Amazon 

Basin sheet 3 Teachers’ 

Guidance)

Rainfall and temperature 

in Manaus ,Brazil, The 

Amazon Basin (Amazon 

Basin sheet 4)

PowerPoint: 

The Amazon Basin – a 

region within South 

America.

Learning Objectives: 
to locate North and South 

America and understand that 

many environmental regions 

are found on the South 

American continent. 

to identify The Amazon Basin 

in Brazil by using maps and 

atlases. 

to begin to understand the 

weather and climate in this 

region.

What is the climate like 

in this region?

Why is the Amazon 
rainforest called 
equatorial rainforest?

Can the children:
• locate North and South 

America and identify The 

Amazon Basin region using 

maps and atlases?

• understand the term region?

• begin to know some of the 

characteristics of The  Amazon 

Basin in terms of its weather 

and climate? 

Worksheets:
The structure of the 
equatorial forest 
(Amazon Basin sheet 5)

Rainforest glossary 
(Amazon Basin sheet 6)

Agouti storyboard 
(Amazon Basin sheet 7)

PowerPoint:  
The physical geography 

of The Amazon Basin 
– a region within South 

America.

Worksheets:
Making a Caboclo long 

house (Amazon Basin 
sheet 11)
Going to school by 
boat (Amazon Basin 
sheet 12)
Trading from the shop 

boat (Amazon Basin 
sheet 13)

PowerPoint:  
The human geography 

of The Amazon Basin 
– a region within South 

America

Worksheets:
Rainforest products 
(Amazon Basin sheet 
14)

PowerPoint:  
The Amazon Basin – a 

region within South 
America.

Can the children:
• begin to understand the 

structure of the equatorial 

rainforest?

• understand how animals 

interact with the plants to help 

sustain the rainforest?

• use geographical vocabulary 

to describe the rainforest?

Can the children:
• understand how the Caboclo 

people live and make a living 

in The Amazon Basin?

• understand what a Caboclo 

settlement is and how 

it is connected to other 

settlements by the river?

Can the children:
•  understand that the Amazonian 

rainforest is a fragile and 

threatened ecosystem?

• understand how individuals can 

help preserve the rainforest?

Pass the 
parcel 
Pass around a 
box filled with 
statements 
about the 
Amazon 
rainforest in 
South America 
and ask the 
class to agree 
or disagree with 
the statements. 
(They will find 
‘answers’ during 
the course of 
their rainforest 
learning 
journey.

•  Locate North and South America 

(Amazon Basin sheet 1)

• Locate the main environmental 

regions, countries and major cities of 

South America (Amazon Basin sheet 2)

• Show the rainforests (equatorial, 

tropical, temperate) on the world 

distribution map from the PPT 

(Amazon Basin sheet 3 Teachers’ 

Guidance)  

• Investigate the weather and climate of 

Manaus, Brazil (Amazon Basin sheet 4)

Rainforest 
interview
Write a set of 
five questions 
based on 
today’s lesson 
and then 
use them to 
interview your 
partners.

Learning Objectives: 
to begin to have an 
understanding of the 
complexity of the 
equatorial rainforest.

to use geographical 
vocabulary to describe 

rainforests.

How is the vegetation in 

a rainforest structured?

How do the plants and 

animals work together to 

sustain the rainforest?

Learning Objective: 
to investigate the 
indigenous people of the 

Amazon Basin.

What does the term 
‘indigenous people’ 
mean?
Who are the Caboclo 
people?
What are the threats 
facing the Caboclo 
people?

Learning Objectives: 
to understand that the 

Amazonian rainforest is 

a fragile and threatened 

ecosystem.
to understand how 
individuals can help 
preserve the rainforest. 

What are the threats to 

the rainforest?
How can I help preseve 

the rainforest?

Guess where 
we are
Play some 
music /sounds 
and ask the 
children to 
describe the 
location. 
https://www.
youtube
.com/watch
?v=xC5n8
f0fTeE  
(just play a 
clip)

Making 
manioc flour  
https://www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=MG_
H8sk7vtA

What is ethical 
shopping/ 
consumption?
Find out about 
the Rainforest 
Alliance’s 
green frog  
https://goo.gl/
v9AfD2 
Which products 
or companies 
have obtained  
the Green  
Frog seal?

• Complete the forest structure diagram 

(Amazon Basin sheet 5)

• Make an Amazon rainforest glossary 

using words such as Emergent Layer, 

Canopy, Understorey, Forest Floor 

(Amazon Basin sheet 6) 

• Design an information leaflet of animals 

from the Amazon Basin biome (choose 

one animal from each vegetation layer)

• The Agouti – story board how an agouti 

helps spread Brazil nut trees (Amazon 

Basin sheet 7)

• Using the plan and photograph of the 

Caboclo long house make a model of 

the traditional dwelling (Amazon Basin 

sheet 11)

• Research how manioc is grown, 

harvested and made into flour.

• Write a blog as if you were a child going 

to school (Amazon Basin sheet 12)

• Working on the shop boat. Explain 

shopping and trading in The Amazon 

Basin region (Amazon Basin sheet 13)

• Design you own badge for legal rainforest 

products

• Make a list of the certified products 

children found in supermarkets with the 

Green Frog.

• Play ‘Banana Split’ game https://goo.gl/

JSSPZ8 and review the issues associated 

with rainforest products (Amazon Basin 

sheet 14)

•  Look at history of Fairtrade  

(www.co-operativefood.co.uk) 

• Research how to become a Fairtrade 

school. 

Learn the 
Brazil nut 
song (you may 
be able to 
set it to your 
own music) – 
billybpro
ductions.
com/lyrics/
biodiver
sity-and
-billy-b.pdf

Quiz 
Questions  
Ask children 
to devise a 
series of quiz 
questions 
designed to 
test a partner’s 
knowledge of 
what has been 
learnt today.

Fairtrade 
Coffee 
Morning
  
Design an 
invitation to a 
coffee morning 
for friends 
and parents 
using Fairtrade 
products.

The Amazon Basin - a region in South America
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding

Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

Geographical skills and fieldwork - using maps, atlases and computer mapping to locate and describe features studied 

The Amazon Basin is a large region in the continent of South America drained by the Amazon River and its tributaries. The Amazon Basin 

covers an area of about 7,500,000 km2 (2,900,000 sq mi), or roughly 40 percent of the South American continent. The basin includes 

parts of Bolivia, Brazil, Venezuela, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Guyana. Most of the  5,500,000 km2 (2,100,000 sq mi) area of equatorial 

rainforest lies in the Brazilian state of Amazonia. 

Rainforests cover less than 6% of the Earth’s surface.  True equatorial rainforest is found close to the equator all around the globe. 

Rainforests can also be sustained by monsoonal rainfall and in some places by a tropical climate where the dry season is very short. The 

rainforest develops fully in an equatorial climate where the temperature is high throughout the year (at least 20°C).  The rainfall is heavy 

and falls throughout the year with rain falling most days. In some parts of the equatorial zone rain can be expected at the same time in the 

afternoon every day, elsewhere the pattern is more variable.  Where the rainfall shows a marked seasonality, it is still possible for monsoon 

rainforests to develop. Rainforests help maintain their own climate by blocking the sun and wind and trapping the heat and humidity below 

the canopy.

The physical geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding

Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of:  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts. 

Equatorial Rainforest in The Amazon Basin

Equatorial rainforests are characterised by diversity of vegetation (trees, epiphytes, fungi and lianas) which provide an abundance of 

ecological niches for a vast range of animals from bacteria to large vertebrates such as monkeys.  Within the equatorial rainforest there 

is a high degree of organisation which is often masked by the complexity and exuberance of the forest growth.  Equatorial rainforest 

vegetation show a layered structure.

Rainforests grow on nutrient-poor soils, which have been leached (that is all the readily soluble material like humus and calcium are washed 

out of the soil as a result of the high rainfall).  Dead organic matter is rapidly broken down on the forest floor, and the rapid recycling of 

nutrients stored within the top 10 or 20cm of the soil sustains the abundant vegetation.  Large forest trees therefore tend not to have deep 

roots but are supported by great buttress roots. Leaf-growth, flowering, fruiting and leaf fall go on throughout the year.

The human geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding

Human and physical geography - describe and understand types of settlement, land use, economic activity

The Caboclos, river dwellers in the Brazilian Amazonia, are descended from the offspring of European and Amerindian mixed marriages.  

The forest is impenetrable so Caboclos have established isolated settlements and hamlets on the river banks and spend their lives farming 

small river bank clearings and fishing. The waterways are the lifeline for the Caboclo people, they are the means of keeping in touch with 

each other and marketing their produce. Some have moved to find paid employment in cities, and have jobs like taxi drivers, boat makers 

and domestic staff, but they still help their families maintain their farms.

Caboclo agriculture is based on a traditional African model, a variety of shifting cultivation with manioc as the staple crop, supplemented 

by a mixed farm of vegetables, fruit trees, coffee, chickens, sheep and pigs. Manioc flour (cassava, tapioca) is made in the ‘Casa de Farina’ 

(the manioc factory), a purpose built building of mud bricks and a straw or tin roof. The Caboclo houses are versions of indigenous tribal 

long houses built on stilts above the river flood level. The stilts protect from extreme flooding, help prevent animals and reptiles entering 

the house, and allow cooling air to move around the house.

The human geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding

Human and physical geography - describe and understand types of settlement, land use, economic activity

Indigenous peoples, like the Yanomamo, have traditionally used the rainforests sustainably to meet their needs for food and shelter. There 

have been increasing threats to the rainforest, as a result of the exploitation of the valuable rainforest resources.  These include timber 

(logging to meet demands of developed world for wood products), latex (rubber), clearance for farming especially large scale cattle 

ranching, and mining of minerals.  In some regions oil extraction causes forest degradation.  There is a huge demand for fuel wood, in 

areas where electrical and gas supply is limited. A new but growing threat in Brazil is forest clearance for the development of oil palm 

plantations. Road building and tourism (accommodation, transport and activities) has locally changed the nature of the forest ecosystems.  

There are plans to develop hydro-electric dams on the Amazon and its tributaries, but the reservoirs would flood some forest.  

Forest degradation has local and global effects, forest clearance releases more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, affecting global 

warming.  The loss of the vegetation reduces evaporation and the amount of rainfall released into the rainforest. It also destroys habitats 

and reduces rainforest biodiversity and  impinges on the areas of forested preserved for indigenous peoples.

Experience the rainforest 

by visiting:
https://www.
livingrainforest.org/ 

The Living Rainforest/Trust 

for Sustainable Living
Hampstead Norreys
Berkshire
RG18 0TN

or watch https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ynUC_BqI90A

Show:
David Attenborough Brazil 

nut story clip 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=HE6XUcq4g38

Make:
Brazilian Manioc-Flour 

Crepes (https://www.
thespruce.com/tapioca-

brazilian-crepes-3029703)

(please note, cassava, 

manioc and tapioca are the 

same plant)

What has the rainforest 

got to do with me? Start a 

discussion:
In the bathroom – Is your 

daily wash worth it? discuss 

what it has to do with 

rainforest
(Show products that 
contain the foaming agent 

(SLS) which come from 

palm oil - hand wash, face 

wash, shampoos, shower 

gels, bubble baths and 

toothpastes.)
 

Worksheets:
The Water Cycle 
(Amazon Basin sheet 8)

The River Amazon and 

its Tributaries (Amazon 

Basin sheet 9)
Water Cycle Drama 
Teachers’ Guidance 
(Amazon Basin sheet 
10)

PowerPoint:  
The physical geography 

of The Amazon Basin 
– a region within South 

America.

Can the children:
• describe the water cycle?

• appreciate the size and 

importance of The River 

Amazon?

• begin to understand the 

complexity and relationships 

between the flora and fauna of 

The Amazon Basin?

Learning Objectives: 
to begin to have an 
understanding of 
the magnitude of 
the Amazon and its 
significance.  

to understand the water 

cycle. 

Which physical terms 
can be used to describe 

The Amazon Basin?

What do you know 
about The Amazon 
River?

Map skills 
The Water 
Cycle
(Amazon 
Basin Sheet 8) 

• The Water Cycle – key terms and 

definitions (Amazon Basin sheet 8)

• Using The River Amazon and its 

tributaries label the main rivers in the 

Amazon Basin (Amazon Basin sheet 9)

• Learn the Water Cycle Boogie (www.

dailymotion.com/video/x419rki)

• Investigate river dolphins and start a 

campaign to help them survive.

Carry out a 
drama of the 
Water Cycle
Recap the main 
stages of the 
water cycle and 
what each of 
the following 
words mean:  
Evaporation, 
Condensation 
and Precipi 
-tation. (Amazon 
Basin sheet 
10 - Teachers’ 
Guidance)

The physical geography of The Amazon Basin
National Curriculum Knowledge and Understanding

Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of:  physical geography, including: rivers and the water cycle

The River Amazon and the water cycle

The Amazon rises in the Andes mountains in Peru and flows some 6,518 kms (estimates vary –  this is about the distance from London to 

Delhi) to enter the Atlantic Ocean through a delta on the north east coast of Brazil. Large tributaries join the main river at confluences such 

as the Rio Negro and Rio Solimoes (Upper Amazon).  Near the city of Manaus these waters combine in an area known as the Encontro das 

Águas (meeting of the waters), and take some 6km to mix.  The city of Manaus is some 1600 km from the ocean but the river here is up to 

8 km wide. At its mouth it is 320 kms wide. The discharge of the Amazon is enormous, at the mouth 175,000m3 of water per second .This 

represents around 20% of all the water discharged into the world’s ocean by rivers all over the world. The river is home to many fish (piranha), 

reptiles (caiman) and mammals (pink river dolphin).  Many of the species are under threat from over fishing and environmental change.

Make a biome in a bag:
One good source is https://

www.childrens-museum.org/

media/uploads/Eco-Boys-

and-Girls-Science-Bites-2-

Biome.pdf
The biome should be self-

sufficient and recycle the 

water and demonstrate 

the water cycle (it may 

take a week or two to fully 

develop).

NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA
NAME:

DATE:

 AMAZON BASIN SHEET 1

THE AMAZON BASIN A REGION WITHIN SOUTH AMERICA

1. Label North and South America.

2. Draw a line to represent the Equator.

3. Which countries in South America does the Equator pass  

 through?

4. Draw the Tropic of Capricorn and the Tropic of Cancer.

5. Which continents does the Tropic of Capricorn pass   

 through?

6. Label the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean  

 Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.

7. How many countries are there in South America?

NAME:
DATE:

 AMAZON BASIN SHEET 9

THE AMAZON BASIN A REGION WITHIN SOUTH AMERICA

THE  RIVER AMAZON AND ITS TRIBUTARIES
Label the River Amazon and its tributaries using an atlas or Google maps:  

Madeira river, Rio Negro, Solimoes, Rio Napo, The Amazon.

Try to find as many interesting facts as you can about The Amazon River.

São Paulo
Rio de Janeiro

Salvador da Bahia

Fortaleza

Belo
Horizonte

Curitiba

Manaus

Recife

Porto Alegre

Belém

Goiânia

Campinas

BRASILIA

ENVIRONMENTAL REGIONS, 
COUNTRIES AND CAPITALS OF SOUTH AMERICA

NAME:
DATE:

 AMAZON BASIN SHEET 2

THE AMAZON BASIN A REGION WITHIN SOUTH AMERICA

1. Name the capitals and countries of South America on the outline map.

2. Draw and label the River Amazon.

3. Compare the maps. In which vegetation zone is Ecuador located? 

 and in which vegetation zone is Venezuela located?

4. In which countries is the temperate forest located?

5. In which country is the Atacama Desert located?

6.  Which three main vegetation zones are found in Brazil?

7.  Shade the Amazon Basin (Amazonian Rainforest)

8.  What is the name of the mountain range running through South America?

Desert

Dry Grassland (and scrub)

Equatorial Rainforest

Marshlands

Mediterranean

Moutain vegetation

Temperate Rainforest

Tropical Rainforest

EQUATOR

Major Vegetation 

Zones in South America

BESPOKE UNITS

THE KEY TO THE  
NATIONAL  
CURRICULUM: 
HISTORY


